Worship With Us on Sunday, June 29
8:30am Blended Worship (Pastors Nick and Paul)
9:45am Sunday School

u 11:00am Traditional Worship (Pastor Nick Perrin)
‘ o r I nt Contemporary Worship (Pastor Paul Cummings)
Preschool JAM (ages 4-TK)
REFORMED CHURCH No CORE Kids

Join us online, corinthtoday.org/live
Sunday’s Scripture: Deuteronomy 6:1-19
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Pastors’ Prayer List
To add something to the prayer list, email Barbara Bell, bbell@corinthtoday.org.
Recent Deaths

e Chris Plasman (June 18) A memorial service will be held Saturday, June 28, 3pm at Buffalo
Presbyterian Church, Greensboro, NC. Debrah Plasman debrahplasman@gmail.com
Health Concerns

e Bob Killian (Hospice at The Greens in Viewmont) Nancy: 828-569-5526

e Joan Auten (Frye Rehab 646) Ed: 828-302-0739

e Don Baker (home) donbaker1942@gmail.com

o David Willoughby (Rehab wing, The Greens at Viewmont) Jari: djiw43@aol.com

e Gary Goss gdgoss@outlook.com

e Phil Sherrill Joey Logan’s cousin, wildtrout57@icloud.com

e Alice Lippard (home, Statesville, NC) Joe Lippard’s mother joe@corinthtoday.org

o Beverly Nelson (Duke Hospital, Raleigh) Peter Nelson’s mother pjnelson84@gmail.com

o Faye Stilwell (Carolina Rehab of Burke County) Fran Coffey’s mother Francoffey938@gmail.com
e Al Hunter Jennifer Duralia’s father duraliahunter@yahoo.com

You Matter. You Belong. You Serve.

Coming Up at Corinth
For updates and more details, visit CorinthToday.org/now and Facebook.com/CorinthReformed.
Thu 6/26 — Creative Writing Group, 6:30pm, Althouse Room. For more info, contact Michael
Sheller, sheller.michael@gmail.com.

Fri 6/27 — Craft ‘n Connect, 1pm, Mitchell House Room 106. All women are invited for
fellowship and crafting. Contact Patter Cross for more info, patter@corinthtoday.org.

On Sunday, June 22,
10 new members joined our
Corinth Church family.
| Please help us welcome them
and get them connected.

-
Sunday, June 22
Giving: Online corinthtoday.org/give Offerings: $22,494 for General Fund
Text “Corinth” to 73256 $107,663 need by June 30

Mail check to 150 16th Ave NW, Hickory NC 28601
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Ways to Connect and Serve
Stephen Ministry. Are you called to listen and support those going through a crisis or hard
time? This program equips you to provide emotional and spiritual support to those experiencing grief,
loneliness, divorce, illness, and other troubles. If you are interested in becoming a Stephen Minister or
want to learn more, contact Barbara Bell, bbell@corinthtoday.org.
Christmas in July. Corinth Adults Over 50 group is collecting donations to pack shoeboxes for
Operation Christmas Child. Please bring items (art supplies, personal care, toys, games, etc.) to the
Rowe Welcome Center now through July 23. We will assemble the shoeboxes on Saturday, July 26. For
questions, contact Barbara Bell, bbell@corinthtoday.org.
Women'’s Fall Retreat. Save the date for November 7-9 at the Catholic Conference Center. More
details coming soon.
HOPE Garden. Volunteer in the garden located behind the Mitchell House on Tuesdays,
Thursdays, and Saturdays, 8:30am-10:30am. All ages are welcome! No RSVP needed.

SUMMER
CONCERT OF
PRAYER

6:30PM
BOST MEMORIAL HALL

JOIN US FOR A TIME OF

July 19,2025 (Sat.)
9:00 am 12:00 pm

Mitchell House Rm. 106

°I2LY[5]2 PRAYER AND ICE CREAM!

WED
Questions? Contact Patter Cross
August 13 o patter@corinthtoday.org Sr]ﬂl
FREC

WA we
July 9

Register Here:
https://shorturl.at/ygwPO

Open to the Public

VBS is off to a great start this week!
We welcomed 250 kids to learn
God's truths through music, Bible
time, videos, games and science.

Trusting Jesus in a Wild World!

e DAY 1: When we wonder,
we can trust Jesus.

e DAY 2: When we feel powerless,
we can trust Jesus.

e DAY 3: When we need hope, j
we can trust Jesus.

e DAY 4: When we need help,
we can trust Jesus.
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Corinth

REFORMED CHURCH

You Matter. You Belong. You Serve.

July 2025

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5
6:30am Men's 8:30am Men'’s 6am Men'’s Study | Holiday/Office Youth Mission
Study Study (Granny's Closed Trip (July 5-11)
9:30am Women'’s Kitchen) 10am Anxiety
Bible Study 8am Men'’s Study Support Group
6:30pm Pastor
Nick's Class
6 7 8 9 10 1 12
Worship* 6pm Women'’s 6:30am Men's 8:30am Men'’s 6am Men's Study | 10am Fun Friday [ 10am Cultivate
Communion in all Yoga Study Study (Granny's (Courtyard)
services 1:15pm Women's | 9:30am Women'’s Kitchen)
No COREkids Prayer Bible Study 8am Men'’s Study
6:30pm Concert | 9:15am Women's
of Prayer Yoga
6pm Women'’s
Study
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Worship* 6pm Women's 6:30am Men's 8:30am Men's 6am Men'’s Study 9am Triple the
No COREkids Yoga Study Study (Granny's Stitch
9:30am Women'’s Kitchen) 10am Anxiety
Bible Study 8am Men'’s Study Support Group
6:30pm Pastor 9:15am Women'’s
Nick's Class Yoga
2pm Red Cross
Blood Drive
6pm Women'’s
Study
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Worship* 6pm Women's Youth Leadership [ 8:30am Men'’s 6am Men’s Study | 1pm Craft'n 50+ Christmas in
No COREkids Yoga Conference Study (Granny's Connect July
(July 22-24) 9:30am Women'’s Kitchen)
6:30am Men's Bible Study 8am Men'’s Study
Study 6:30pm Pastor 9:15am Women's
1:15pm Nick’s Class Yoga
Women'’s 6pm Women’s
Prayer Study
6pm Creative
Writing Group
27 28 29 30 31
Worship* 6pm Women's 6:30am Men'’s 8:30am Men'’s 6am Men'’s Study
No COREkids Yoga Study Study (Granny's
9:30am Women's Kitchen)
Bible Study 8am Men'’s Study
6:30pm Pastor 9:15am Women
Nick's Class Yoga

6pm Women'’s
Study

11am Contemporary Worship (Bost Memorial Hall)

*Worship Schedule
8:30am Blended Worship (Sanctuary)
9:45am Sunday School
11am Traditional Worship (Sanctuary)

Office Hours

For routine matters, call the church office at 828.328.6196,
Mon-Thu 9-4; Fri 9-12.




Corinth Reformed Church
150 Sixteenth Avenue NW
Hickory, NC 28601

Return Service Requested

828.328.6196
E-mail office@corinthtoday.org
Web corinthtoday.org
FB facebook.com/CorinthReformed
IG instagram.com/corinthchurch/
Realm onrealm.org/CorinthToday
YouTube corinthtoday.org/live

Phone

Office Hours
Mon-Thurs 9:00am — 4:00pm
Fri 9:00am — 12:00pm
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W == ___  Aslwrite these words, I'm proudly
-K @J _ wearing the official tee shirt of this year's

« 8 t Vacation Bible School (VBS). It's bright
A green with this year's theme emblazoned
i across the front: True North. Not that
bright green is my color, but sometimes

we need to make sacrifices - be they big or small - for
the next generation. Of course, this is nothing
compared to standing outside every morning during a
heat wave corralling kids with selective hearing.

Now think about the Sinai-wandering adults we've
been reading about in Deuteronomy. I'm pretty sure
that there were days when God asked the Israelites to
trudge through the Sinai desert in blistering
temperatures. Why did the Israelites willingly suffer
that four-decade ordeal? Why do VBS volunteers give
up their mornings this week to stand in the heat? And
why am | willing to wear a tee-shirt that doesn't really
work with my complexion?

We do this for the sake of our true north, God'’s will
for us. And sometimes sticking to true north, and
getting the next generation where they need to be,
means enduring a little discomfort.

We continue to discern true north through our
strategic planning process. In the current phase, Pastor
Amy and | have been holding a number of listening
sessions with different focus groups. More than a few
great ideas have surfaced along the way. Now if it
makes you feel any better, when we announce a small
slate of new initiatives this fall, | do not presently
anticipate our building a pickle ball court in the front
lawn, or installing a smoke and sound machine in the
stage at Bost, or planting a church across the street
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Pastor’'s Pen — “True North”

called 2 Corinthians. That said, | do anticipate a handful of
new things - all part of a preferable future that God is
calling us to, despite the discomfort.

Speaking of which, | want to take this opportunity to
address two kinds of discomfort that have already come
up a few times in our focus groups. Here's the first
discomfort: the lived experience of being a newcomer at
church and feeling un-greeted and therefore
unwelcomed. The second discomfort: being a well-
established Corinth attender but being uncomfortable
greeting unfamiliar faces for fear of being informed that
that particular face has actually been attending Corinth
virtually every Sunday for thirty years. Obviously the latter
kind of discomfort has been contributing to the former.

What do we do about this? Maybe three words of
coaching from your senior pastor would help. First, let's
agree together that is a big church and overall loving
people can still have crumby face-recognition abilities, not
least your senior pastor! Second, remember that
sometimes love requires us to risk making a fool for
ourselves (see 2 Corinthians 11, also 1 Corinthians 4).
Third, very practically, if you see someone you don't
recognize, here’s what you do: approach, smile, extend
your hand, and say: “Hello, my name is John Doe. Have
you been attending Corinth long?”

Next Sunday, for the sake of practice, | want to
challenge everyone reading this to try out this exact
greeting, even if you start with your best friend.
Overcoming our fears and becoming a more welcoming
church may be a bit uncomfortable, but it's the direction
we need to continue to move. Who knows? Maybe this will
even trickle down to generation next.

- Pastor Nick Perrin
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