Worship With Us on Sunday, March 30
8:30am Combined Worship (Pastor Kevin Watkins)
9:45am Sunday School

. ] 11:00am Combined Worship (Pastor Kevin Watkins)
‘ o r I nt Preschool JAM (ages 4-TK)
NO CORE Kids

REFORMED CHURCH Join us online, corinthtoday.org/live
Sunday’s Scripture: Matthew 16:21-28

You Matter. You Belong. You Serve.
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Pastors’ Prayer List
To add something to the prayer list, email Barbara Bell, bbell@corinthtoday.org.
Recent Deaths

e Rev. Ronnie Parker (March 20) The memorial service will be on Wednesday, March 26 at 2pm
in Corinth’s Sanctuary. Barbara Bell bbell@corinthtoday.org.

Health Concerns

e Bob Killian (Rehab at The Greens at Viewmont, 828-781-4385)

e Gary Goss (1850 Old Main St. #1306, Houston, TX 77030-2221) gdgoss@outlook.com

e Dave (Janie) Butler (Atlanta,GA) Angie & Bill Burnham’s bro-in-law janiebutler@me.com
e Scottie Barnes contact Barbara Frye Barbara@spinnakerfin.com

o Phil Sherrill, Joey Logan's cousin wildtrout57@icloud.com

e Jack Roithner (Youngstown, OH) Barb Roithner’s father-in-law barb@corinthtoday.org
e Elizabeth Moss (surgery March 12) egm?28602@yahoo.com

o Willi Klappert (home) jeanne.klappert@yahoo.com

e Al Hunter (home) Jennifer Duralia’s father duraliahunter@yahoo.com

e John Moretz marilynmoretz@yahoo.com

Coming Up at Corinth
For updates and more details, visit CorinthToday.org/now and Facebook.com/CorinthReformed.

Wed 3/26 — Wednesday Night Programs. Dinner (meatloaf, scalloped potatoes) begins at
5:15pm, followed by classes for children, youth, and adults; corinthtoday.org/Wednesday.

Fri 3/28 — Lenten Lunch, 11:30am, Althouse Room. Donations welcome. No RSVP needed.

Fri 3/28 — Lenten Organ Recital, 12:30pm, Sanctuary. Guest organist: Kevin Haney

Fri 3/28 — Craft ‘n Connect, 1-3pm, Mitchell House Room 106. All women are invited to a time of
crafting and fellowship. Contact Patter, patter@corinthtoday.org, for more info.

Fri 3/28 — Youth Girls-Only Overnight. Girls in grades 6-12 are invited to a lock-in. Learn more and
sign up, bit.ly/youthgirls25.

Sat 3/29 — Spring Workday, 8am-12pm. Help us clean up around Corinth! Join us to help spread
mulch and light landscaping tasks. Please bring gloves, rakes, wheelbarrows, shovels, etc. No signup
required. For more info, contact Brian Anauo, anauob79@gmail.com.

Sun 3/30 — Morning Worship. We will welcome new members at the 11am Combined Service.

Fiscal Year-End Giving. Thank you for donating to the budget for the current fiscal year, which ends
on March 31. If you are able, please consider making an extra gift to help us meet our budget. For
info about making a stock or other non-cash gift, email jan@corinthtoday.org.

Sunday, March 23

Giving: Online corinthtoday.org/give Offerings: $63,984 for General Fund
Text “Corinth” to 73256 $32,797 needed by March 31
Mail check to 150 16th Ave NW, Hickory NC 28601
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Ways to Connect and Serve

Easter Gift Bags. The adult 50+ group will be assembling gift bags for our special needs and
homebound friends on Friday, April 18, 2-4pm. To help, contact Barbara Bell, bbell@corinthtoday.org.
Church families and individuals are invited to pick up a bag 11am-1pm on Sunday, April 20 or
Monday, April 21, 3-5:30pm in the welcome center, and help deliver them to these friends.

Easter Lilies. Every Easter we use lilies provided by the congregation to decorate our worship spaces.
They are $10 each and must be ordered by April 11. Call the office, 828-328-6196 or email
barb@corinthtoday.org and indicate how you wish for it to appear in the bulletin (in honor of/in
memory of). You may pay online under General Fund with details in the memo line.

HOPE Garden. Volunteer in the garden on Saturdays, 8:30am-10:30am. All ages are welcome!
Contact Christine Cofer, cchope2012@gmail.com for more info.

2025 Annual Meeting. We received 188 votes at our annual meeting on March 23. The FY2025
budget, nominees for Consistory and the nominee for the Foundation Board were all approved.
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cccc & EGG HUNT c°°°

Inflatables | Face Painting | Refreshments

Sunday, April 6
2-5pm

RSVP: bit.ly/egghunts25

Volunteers Needed!
bit.ly/eastervols25
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Upcoming Preaching Schedule

Mar Matthew 16:21-28 8:30 Blended Kevin
30 (Jesus Predicts His Death) 11 Combined Kevin
A Matthew 20:1-16 8:30 Blended Nick/Paul
p (The Parable of the Workers 11 Contemporary Paul

in the Vineyard) 11 Traditional Nick
P TR, 8:30 Blended Paul/Kevin
pri atthew 26:6-
13 (Jesus anointed at Bethany) gl COntewPoraw Pagl
11 Traditional Kevin
; ; 8:30 Blended Nick
Al h(llF?;tsZer‘rAégt?é‘:{)s 11 Contemporary Paul
11 Traditional Nick
ori TR 8:30 Blended Nick/Paul
pri atthew 28:16-
27 (The Great Commission) n Conterrlporary Pe}u!
11 Traditional Nick
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April 2025

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5
6:30am Men'’s 8:30am Men'’s 6am Men'’s Study 11:30am Lenten 8am Big House
Study Study (Granny's Kitchen) Luncheon Adoption
6:15pm Elder-led 9:15am Women'’s 8am Men'’s Study 12:30pm Lenten Conference
Prayer Study 9:15am Women'’s Organ Recital/ 10am Anxiety
7pm Elders 9:30am Women's Yoga Tim Warren Support Group
Study 10am Women's 6pm Tacos & Trivia
Wednesday Night Study
Programming** | 10am Co-Ed Bible
Study
6pm Women's Study
6 7 8 9 10 1 12
Worship* 2pm Griefshare 6:30am Men's Bible | 8:30am Men'’s 6am Men'’s Study 11:30am Lenten 10am Cultivate
Communion in all 6pm Women's Yoga Study Study (Granny's Kitchen) Luncheon
services 1:15pm Women's | 9:30am Refresh for [ 8am Men'’s Study 12:30pm Lenten
2pm Children's Easter Prayer Moms 9:15am Women's Organ Recital/
Celebration 7pm Boards 9:30am Women's Yoga Alex Wilson
2:30pm CA50 Hickory Study 10am Women's
Community Theater Wednesday Night Study
5pm Heaven Study Programming** [ 10am Co-Ed Bible
6pm Youth Small Study
Groups 6pm Date Night
6pm Women's Study
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Palm Sunday 1:30pm Prayer 6:30am Men'’s 8:30am Men'’s 6am Men'’s Study 11:30am Lenten 10am Anxiety
Worship* Shawl Ministry Study Study (Granny's Kitchen) Luncheon Support Group
Communion in all 2pm Griefshare 9:15am Women'’s 8am Men's Study 12:30pm Lenten 3pm Corneliussen/
services 6pm Women's Yoga Study 9:15am Women'’s Organ Recital/ Aanonson
S5pm Heaven Study 6:30pm Deacons 9:30am Women'’s Yoga Joby Bell wedding
6pm Youth Tacky Study 10am Women's 2pm CA50
Prom Wednesday Night Study Assemble Easter
Programming** | 10am Co-Ed Bible Gift Bags
Study
6:30pm Maundy
Thursday Service
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Easter Sunday Church Office 6:30am Men's 8:30am Men's 6am Men'’s Study 1pm Craft'n
Worship* Closed Study Study (Granny's Kitchen) Connect
2pm Griefshare 1:15pm Women's No Wednesday 8am Men'’s Study
3-5:30pm Pick up Prayer Night 9:15am Yoga
Easter Gift Bags | 7pm Consistory Programming
3\/7 hip* 58 Griefsh 2930 M 2030 M Office Hours
orshi m Griefshare :30am Men'’s :30am Men's . .
12:15er:1 Corinth 101 6Bm Women's Yoga |  Study Study For routine matters, call the church office at
1230pm Intercessory 9:15am Women's 828.328.61 96, Mon‘ThU 9‘4, Fri 9‘1 2.
Prayer Group Study
5pm Heaven Bible 9:30am Women's
Study Study
6pm Youth Small Wednesday Night
Groups Programming**
*Worship Schedule **Wednesday Night Programming
8:30am Blended Worship (Sanctuary) 5:00pm Children’s Choir 6:30pm  Youth CREW (grades 6-12)
9:45am  Sunday School 5:15pm Confirmation Women'’s Bible Studies
11am  Traditional Worship (Sanctuary) Fellowship Dinner Co-Ed Bible Study
11am  Contemporary Worship 6:15pm Nursery Care (age 0-3) Men'’s Bible Study
(Bost Memorial Hall) CORE Kids DivorceCare
11am  CORE Kids Worship grades K-3 (age 4-5th grade) Chancel Choir Rehearsal

(Abernethy Student Center)

Co-Ed Precept Study




Corinth Reformed Church
150 Sixteenth Avenue NW
Hickory, NC 28601

Return Service Requested

828.328.6196
E-mail office@corinthtoday.org
Web corinthtoday.org
FB facebook.com/CorinthReformed
IG instagram.com/corinthchurch/
Realm onrealm.org/CorinthToday
YouTube corinthtoday.org/live

Phone

Office Hours
Mon-Thurs 9:00am — 4:00pm
Fri 9:00am — 12:00pm

This past Sunday we looked
S at Jesus’ Parable of the Sower

« (Matthew 13), a parable that

_\ focuses on human responsibility
_ against the backdrop of divine
initiative. How we respond to
God’'s Word is a real human
choice; at the same time, the
sower throws his seed where he will. When Jesus
speaks this parable, he tips his hat to Isaiah 55,
especially where God says: “As the rain and the
snow come down from heaven ... so is my word: It
will not return to me empty, but will accomplish
what | desire and achieve the purpose for which |
sent it” (Isaiah 55:10-11). Did you catch that? God’s
Word will accomplish his divine purpose, whether
that results in human hardening or responsive
obedience. No ifs, and or buts.

When it comes to our sharing the good news of
Christ, then, our sowing of the word in imitation of
the great sower, let’s not take ourselves too
seriously. When you and | plant seeds in the hearts
of minds of those who are living apart from Christ,
we have absolutely no control as to whether that
seed will be fruitful. Extracting fruit from seed on
the ground is God's job: our job is simply to drop
the seed. | say this because sometimes Christians
overthink this stuff or try too hard. Let’'s not make
evangelism more complicated than it needs to be.

Pastor’'s Pen
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— “Sow the Seed”

While we're at it, a word regarding the goal of
evangelism. | think | might have shocked my
morning men'’s group last week when | told them
that God doesn't really care about conversion.
Woah, what? But think about it: at least three of the
four categories of seed sown in the parable of the
sower involved conversion of some kind but only
the final category of soil actually produced fruit.
What the sower is looking for is fruit - nothing
more, nothing less. That means that our goal is not
to get people into church or even convert to
Christian faith: our goal is to see the people we love
be transformed into fully-formed, fruit-bearing
followers of Jesus Christ.

As Easter Sunday is the most attended church
day of the year, we have a forthcoming once-a-year
opportunity to sow some seed. Can you feel the
seed in your hand? | can. Now do me favor. When
you put down this newsletter take a moment to
pray for that local co-worker, neighbor, or friend
who needs Christ. First, talk to God about that
friend and then call that friend to tell them you'll
pick them and their families up on Easter morning.
Whatever the response, God will use that invitation
to accomplish his purpose - no ifs, and or buts. But
you have to sow the seed.

-Pastor Nick
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