Worship With Us on Sunday, April 28
8:30am Sonrise Worship (Sanctuary)
9:45am Sunday School
11:00am Traditional Worship (Sanctuary)

- 11:00am Contemporary Worship (Bost Memorial Hall)
O r I n 11:00am CORE Kids (Abernethy Student Center)
11:00am Preschool JAM (Nursery Hallway)
REFORMED CHURCH Joinusonline, corinthtoday.org/live
Sunday’s Scripture: Hosea 4:1-9

You Matter. You Belong. You Serve.  preaching This Week: Pastor Paul and Pastor Kevin
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Pastors’ Prayer List

Recent Deaths

e Richard Esler (Rutland, VT) Ron Esler’s brother ronald.esler@me.com
Health Concerns

Paul Holderman pholderman@gmail.com
Angela Mason 11angelall1@gmail.com

e Susan Conibear cconibear8@gmail.com

Chelo Jacob, Jon Jacob’s mother jjacom@hey.com

Annual Report. Copies of the 2023 Annual Report are available in the Rowe Welcome Center. If
you would prefer a digital copy, email Barb, barb@corinthtoday.org. The booklet includes Consistory
names, the new budget, reports from our boards, and a staff directory.

Coming Up at Corinth
For updates and more details, visit CorinthToday.org/now and Facebook.com/CorinthReformed.
Wed 4/24 — Wednesday Night Programs. Dinner (lasagna) begins at 5:15pm, followed by classes
for children, youth, and adults; corinthtoday.org/Wednesday.
Wed 4/24 — DivorceCare, 6:15pm, Mitchell House Room 207. divorcecareassist.com

Thu 4/25 — Hickory Rings, 7:30pm, Sanctuary. This Spring handbell concert is free and open to
the public.

Fri 4/26 — Craft ‘n Connect, 1pm, Mitchell House Room 106. All women are invited to a time of
crafting and fellowship. For more info, contact Patter, patter@corinthtoday.org.

Sat 4/27 — Basement Cleanout, 8am-12pm, Althouse Room. For more info, contact Joe Lippard,
joe@corinthtoday.org.

Sat 4/27 — HOPE Garden, 8:30-10:30am. Corinth’s 50+ group is working as team in the garden.

Sat 4/27 — Children’s Skate, 9:30-11:30am, Skateland. CORE Kids invites all kids in PreK thru 5th
grade (and parents) to join us for a fun morning. Snacks and water will be provided. Younger siblings
are welcome. Please bring $5 for skates. Sign up now, bit.ly/saturdayskate24.

Sun 4/28 — Youth-led Worship, 11am, Bost Memorial Hall. The Youth Praise Y O | T |'|
Team will lead worship in the Contemporary service. O;“.‘? @ (m)

-/

Sun 4/28 — Corporate Intercessory Prayer Group, 12:30pm, Althouse Sunday PRAISE TEAM
School Room. Everyone is invited to a time of prayer.

Sunday, April 21

Giving: Online corinthtoday.org/give Offerings: $54,986 for General Fund
Text “Corinth” to 73256 $30,202 needed by April 30
Mail check to 150 16th Ave NW, Hickory NC 28601
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Ways to Connect and Serve

Women'’s Spring Event. All women are invited Centri-Kid Camp. Kids currently in grades 3-5
to an afternoon of crafting and fellowship on are invited to Ridgecrest Conference Center
Sunday, May 5, 4-6pm in the courtyard. Learn to in Black Mountain, NC, July 26-28. The cost is
make paper flowers ($10) or paint something $225 per person. We need male and female
from Hip Hip hooWray ($50). Sign up by April 28, chaperones. Deposit to hold the spot is $75.
bit.ly/CWMSpring24. Learn more and sign up, bit.ly/kidscamp24.
Graduation Sunday. We will celebrate our HOPE Garden. Volunteer in the HOPE Garden
graduates on Sunday, May 19 and recognize at Corinth on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and
members, children of members, or regular Saturdays from 8:30-10:30am. For more info
attenders graduating from high school, college, contact Christine Cofer, cchope2012@gmail.com.

or graduate school this year. Submit your info
at corinthtoday.org/graduation by May 6. ‘ SCUBA “Bs ‘
Potluck Dinner. All adults 50+ are invited to

an international potluck dinner on Friday, May June 24-27 L
17, 6pm in the Althouse Room. Sign up and learn ‘ . Ages 4-5th Grade

more, bit.ly/Potluck50.

Debbie Hobart Memorial 5K. Young Life is

Spots are limited!

. . Regist
hosting a 5K on May 18, 8pm on the Hickory P e%'tS: 5
Airport runway. This is a family-friendly, sunset @ bit.ly/corevbs24 &
L 4

race and the proceeds help send local students
to camp this summer. Learn more and register,
cv.younglife.org.

The Youth Girls Only Retreat at VaIIey

Haven Camp focused on faith, fun, and

friendship. We are thankful for such a
great group of girls and leaders!

The rain dld
not stop us
from enjoying
fellowship at
the church
picnic on

Volunteers Making an Impact!
Thank you for your time and service!
Communion Prep Team: Carol Cheslock, Erica Grace, Mary Elliott, Tom and

'Sharon Hilliker, Shirley Huffman, Mark and Carol Kammer, Angela Lail, Susan
Laughter, and Lynn Van Ess
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You Matter. You Belong. You Serve.

May 2024

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4
HOPE Garden Hours 8:30am Men's Bible | 8am Men'’s Bible 9am 50+ Trip to 10am Anxiety
Study Study Table Rock Support Group
Tuesday - 8:30am-10:30am Wednesday Night | 9:15am Women’s
Thursday - 8:30am-10:30am Programming** 10Y08‘\3N ,
Saturday - 8:30am-10:30am ;{&e &Tj;s
6pm Women's Bible
Study
5 6 7 8 9 10 1
Worship* with 2pm GriefShare 6:30am Men's Bible | 8:30am Men’s Bible | 8am Men'’s Bible
Communion 6pm Women's Yoga |  Study Study Study
3pm 50+ Trip to Sister | 7pm St. Stephens | 1:15pm Women's | Wednesday Night | 9:15am Women'’s
Act High School Prayer Programming** Yoga
3pm CVCC Spring Concert 6:15pm Elder-led 10am Women's
Concert Prayer Bible Study
4pm Women'’s Spring 7pm Elders 5pm 50+ Hickory Art
Event Museum Pop-Up
6pm Youth High 6pm Women's Bible
School Tacky Prom Study
7pm Crosstalk
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Worship* 1:30pm Prayer 6:30am Men's Bible | 8:30am Men’s Bible | 8am Men'’s Bible Youth Guys Only Youth Guys Only
Shawl Ministry Study Study Study Retreat Retreat
2pm GriefShare 7pm Boards 9:15am Women's 6pm 50+ Potluck 10am Anxiety
6pm Women's Yoga Yoga Dinner Support Group
10am Women'’s 4pm 50+ Avery
Bible Study County Band
6pm Women's Bible Spring Concert
Study
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Worship* 6pm Women's Yoga | 6:30am Men’s Bible | 8:30am Men'’s Bible | 8am Men's Bible 1pm Craft'n
8:30am Confirmation | 7pm Deacons Study Study Study Connect
11T Graduation 1:15pm Women'’s 8:30am UCHS 9:15am Women'’s
12:15pm Corinth 101 Prayer Award Ceremony Yoga
5:30pm Co-Ed 10am Women's
Young Adults Bible Study
Bible Study 11am Preschool
Graduation
6pm Women's Bible
Study
7pm HCAM Awards
Ceremony
26 27 28 29 30 31
Worship* Church Office 6:30am Men's Bible | 8:30am Men’s Bible | 8am Men'’s Bible
12:15pm Corinth 101 Closed Study Study Study
12:30pm Corporate 7pm Consistory 5:30pm Co-Ed 9:15am Women'’s
Intercessory Prayer Young Adults Yoga
Group Bible Study 10am Women’s
Bible Study
6pm Women's Bible
Study
*Worship Schedule **Wednesday Night Programming
8:30am Sonrise Worship (Sanctuary) 5:00pm Confirmation 6:30pm Youth CREW (grades 6 -12)
9:45am Sunday School Children’s Choir Women's Bible Studies
11am  Traditional Worship (Sanctuary) 5:15pm Fellowship Dinner Men'’s Bible Study
11am  Contemporary Worship (Bost Memorial Hall) 6:15pm Nursery Care (birth - age 3) Sermon Series Bible Study
11am  CORE Kids Worship for grades K-5 CORE Kids (age 4 - 5th grade) Chancel Choir Rehearsal

(Abernethy Student Center)

DivorceCare (last one May 1)




Corinth Reformed Church
150 Sixteenth Avenue NW
Hickory, NC 28601

Return Service Requested

828.328.6196
E-mail office@corinthtoday.org
Web corinthtoday.org
FB facebook.com/CorinthReformed

Phone

IG instagram.com/corinthchurch/
Realm

onrealm.org/CorinthToday

Office Hours
Mon-Thurs 9:00am — 4:00pm
Fri 9:00am — 12:00pm

| grew up in church, and in an

active youth group from middle
P school on up. Around my 9th grade

&8 year people began to use the
phrase, “Make sure you're having a
quiet time daily.” By “quiet time” they
meant a time that was set aside to
be in the presence of Jesus in both
prayer and reading scripture.

All the scripture | had learned up to that point had
been from Sunday School and Vacation Bible School,
and all the scripture I'd memorized had mostly been
because my mom would say “I'll give you $5 if you
memorize Psalm 23.” The Bible was enigmatic and not
really an enjoyable read to me as a kid. So when this
“Have a daily quiet time” came along | tried my best,
hoping that | would just begin to get more and more
into it and eventually it would become this Holy Habit
that I'd never skip. | got into college and did my best to
make a daily quiet time a habit, but would find myself
missing a day or two here and there. | worked for a
Christian camp where we all kept tabs on each other
about doing our quiet times but this felt forced and |
didn't find joy in it. Even going to seminary I'd often
end my day thinking “I've been in the Bible all day at
school, I don't want to read it now before bed, nor first
thing in the morning.”

It then dawned on me that the problem was with
my desires. The truth was that | didn't desire God's
Word. Christians are afraid to say things like this out
loud for fear of what other Christians will think of us.
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Pastor’'s Pen — “Pray this Prayer”

But when we confess this to Jesus, something
happens that we don't expect. When you say to Jesus;
“Forgive me Jesus for not desiring to spend time in
your Bible,” He doesn’t simply say, “You're forgiven.”
He says, “Ask me for the desire to crave my Word.”

Psalms 63:11 says, “You, God, are my God,
earnestly | seek you; | thirst for you, my whole being
longs for you, in a dry and parched land where there
is no water.” What if | prayed, “Lord give me this kind
of Psalm 63 desire for You. Help me desire you the
way you deserve to be desired.”

No one had ever asked me if | wanted to spend
time with God, they just assumed | did and would
scold me if | was honest and said that | really didn't
want to. But our Jesus is so gracious that when we
are honest about our lack of desire, He says “Ask me
to give you the desire. Ask me to change your
desires. Ask me to be your desire.”

Philippians 2:13 leapt off the page to me at this
point: “For God is at work within you, giving you the
desire to obey Him and the strength to do what
pleases Him.” Be honest. Do you crave a “quiet time”?
Do you struggle with keeping it? Do you find yourself
doing it as if it's something on a Jesus checklist? Ask
Jesus to change your desire. Ask Jesus in prayer to
give you a hunger for His Word that nothing will
distract you from, and see if He doesn't surprise you
with His powerful loving answer.

-Pastor Paul Cummings
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