Worship With Us on Sunday, December 3
8:30am Sonrise Worship (Sanctuary)
9:45am Sunday School

] 11:00am Traditional Worship (Sanctuary)
‘ o r I nt h 11:00am Contemporary Worship (Bost Memorial Hall)
11:00am CORE Kids (Abernethy Student Center)

REFORMED CHURCH Sunday’s Scripture: Isaiah 52:13-53:12
You Matter. You Belong. You Serve. Preaching This Week: Pastors Paul and Kevin
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Pastors’ Prayer List

Congratulations
e Thomas Oneal Pope (Nov 24) born to Joseph and Caroline laughter.pope@gmail.com

e Penelope “Penny” Grace Lunsford (Nov 27) born to Justin and Katie
justin.lunsford11@gmail.com

Health Concerns

¢ Nancy Killian (surgery Nov 29, Catawba) killiannancy6791@gmail.com

e Marty Simmons marty.simmons037@gmail.com

e Leroy Abernathy (Pinecrest)

e Paul Holderman pholderman@duck.com

e Josie Hammer toddler daughter of Rachel and David rachelviolam@hotmail.com
e Emma Hastings daughter of Catherine and Matt mehastings1@gmail.com

e Lorraine Knighton, Andrew Knighton’s mother CAK100@charter.net

e Karen Wall (Clayton, NC) Patter Cross’ aunt patter@corinthtoday.org

e Gerry Normand, Carol Cheslock’s nephew curiousinct@yahoo.com

Coming Up at Corinth

Wed 11/29 — Wednesday Night Programs. Dinner (pizza & salad) begins at 5:15pm, followed by
classes for children, youth, and adults; corinthtoday.org/Wednesday.

Wed 11/29 — DivorceCare, 6:15-8pm, Mitchell House Room 207. Divorcecareassist.com
Thu 11/30 — Women'’s Yoga, 9:30am, POTS House. All levels are welcome; just bring a mat.

Sun 12/3 — Youth Skate, 2-4pm, Skateland. All youth (grades 6-12) are invited to a tacky Christmas
sweater skate party. Admission is $10. Bring a friend.

o / SIGN UP TO RESERVE A

/ " HAPPY GINGERBREAD HOUSE
BIRTHDAY OR TO VOLUNTEER
JESUS PARTY! bit.ly/corechristmas23

‘ Sunday, December 3 Annual Tree Lighting on
!
¢ o= 4-0FM the front lawn at 6PM
' Bost Memorial Hall
Sunday, November 26
Giving: Online corinthtoday.org/give Offerings: $54,597 for General Fund
Text “Corinth” to 73256 $460,000 needed by December 31

Mail check to 150 16th Ave NW, Hickory NC 28601
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Ways to Connect and Serve

Women's Christmas Game Night. All women
are invited to a night of fellowship and fun on
Friday, Dec 8, 6pm in the POTS House. Bring your
favorite Christmas dish and recipe to share. For
more info email, jennifer@corinthtoday.org.

Active Military. Each year in our Candlelighting
bulletins we recognize all members of Corinth and
their immediate family members who are serving
active duty in the military. Please email the
individual's name and branch of service to
barb@corinthtoday.org by Dec 6.

Preschool Registration. Corinth Weekday
Preschool will open registration for the 2024-25
school year for Corinth members and currently
enrolled students this month. Registration will
open to the public in January. Pick up forms in the
church office or contact Lauren Everley,
lauren@corinthpreschool.com.

Altar Flowers. If you would like to provide
flowers for the altar in 2024, please contact Barb,
barb@corinthtoday.org.

Thank You Corinth!

If you would like to thank Corinth members for
anything, please email barb@corinthtoday.org.

Pastor Kevin appreciates everyone who
donated to the College Ministry gift cards and
helped to bless our students during their exams.

Corinth Men’s Ministry thanks Richard
Armstrong for hosting the BBQ & Classic Car
fellowship night.

JPOINSETTIA
ORDERS

Order by December 4
Email: barb@corinthtoday.org
Call: 828-328-6196

n Help decorate the

worship spaces for
Christmas!

CHPJSTMAS |

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 8, 7:30PM
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9, 3PM & 7:30PM
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10, 3PM

FOR TICKETS OR QUESTIONS

.. CALL 828-322-2210

Date Night. We'll have an Elves’ Night Out on
Thursday, Dec 21, 6-8:30pm. Use this time for last
minute shopping or just spend quality time
together. Childcare is provided; RSVP,
bit.ly/decdate23.

Stephen Ministry. We are preparing for the
2024 class of trainees that will begin in January. If
you are interested in signing up or learning more
about this one-on-one caregiving ministry, email
Pastor Lori, lori@corinthtoday.org.
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Natalie Armstrong’s House
534 10th St Dr NW,
December 19t |1 6:30pm
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et CONTEMPORARY CANDLELIGHTING
. & CHILDREN'S PAGEANT
DEC 10, 4:30PM
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DEC 17, 4:30PM

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES

A S5PM, FAMILY-FRIENDLY \
4 I10PM, MORAVIAN LOVE FEAST :&
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Monday

| Tuesday
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Thursday

Friday

Saturday

*Worship Schedule

Office Hours

1
6pm Lail/Burton

2
10am Anxiety Support

8:30am Sonrise Worship (Sanctuary) For routine matters, call the church office at Rehearsal Group
11am  Traditional Worship (Sanctuary) 828.328.6196, Mon-Thu 9-4; Fri 9-12. Spvmv ?(;VBUWOH
eddin
11am Contemporary Worship For pastoral care emergencies, call ;
(Bost Memorial Hall) 828.222.6574 to reach a pastor or elder 24/7.
11am  CORE Kids Worship - Grades K-5th
(Abernethy Student Center)
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Worship* with 1:30pm Prayer Shawl | 6:30am Men's Bible | 8:30am Men's Bible | 8am Men'’s Bible 7:30pm Hickory 3pm Hickory Choral
Communion Ministry Study Study Study Choral Society Society Christmas
2pm Youth Skate 2pm GriefShare 9:30am Women'’s 9:15am Women'’s 9:30am Women'’s Christmas Concert Concert
Party (Skateland) Bible Study Bible Study Yoga 7:30pm Hickory
4pm Jesus' Birthday 1:15pm Women's Wednesday Night 10am Women's Bible Choral Society
Party Prayer Time Programming** Study Christmas Concert
6pm Christmas Tree 6pm Elders 10am Co-Ed Bible
Lighting Study
6pm Women'’s Bible
Study
6:30pm Weekday
Preschool Parents’
Night
10 1 12 13 14 15 16
Worship * 1:30pm Prayer Shawl | 6:30am Men's Bible | 8:30am Men's Bible | 8am Men'’s Bible 1pm Craft ‘'n Connect | 10am Anxiety Support
4:30pm Ministry Study Study Study Group
Contemporary 2pm GriefShare 9:30am Women's 9:15 Women's Bible | 9:30am Women's 11am John Saul's
Candlelighting / 7:30pm St. Stephens Bible Study Study Yoga Memorial Service
Children’s Pageant |  High School 1:15pm Women's Wednesday Night 10am Women'’s Bible
Christmas Concert Prayer Time Programming** Study
7pm Boards*** 10am Co-Ed Bible
7pm South Caldwell Study

High School
Christmas Concert

6pm Women'’s Bible
Study
7pm Crosstalk

17 18 19 20 21 22 23
Worship * 2pm GriefShare 6:30am Men's Bible | 8:30am Men's Bible | 8am Men's Bible
4:30pm Traditional | 7pm Deacons Study Study Study
Candlelighting 9:30am Women'’s No Wednesday Night | 6pm Date Night
Bible Study Programming**
1:15pm Women'’s
Prayer Time
7pm Consistory
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
No 8:30 Service Church Office Closed | Church Office Closed | 8:30am Men’s Bible | 8am Men’s Bible
No Sunday School Study Study
11am Combined No Wednesday Night | 7pm Crosstalk

Service
S5pm Family-Friendly
Christmas Eve
10pm Moravian Love
Feast

Programming**

31

7:45am Men's
Breakfast

8:30am Combined
Service

9:45am Sunday
School

11am Combined
Service/New
Members

5:00pm
5:15pm

**Wednesday Night Programming

6:30pm Youth CREW (grades 6 -12)
Women'’s Bible Studies
Men'’s Bible Study

Confirmation
Fellowship Dinner

6:15pm Nursery Care (birth - age 3)
CORE Kids (age 4 - 5th grade)

DivorceCare
Co-Ed Bible Study

Sermon Series Bible Study
Chancel Choir Rehearsal




Corinth Reformed Church
150 Sixteenth Avenue NW
Hickory, NC 28601

Return Service Requested

Phone 828.328.6196
E-mail office@corinthtoday.org
Web corinthtoday.org
FB facebook.com/CorinthReformed
IG instagram.com/corinthchurch/
Realm onrealm.org/CorinthToday

Office Hours
Mon-Thurs 9:00am — 4:00pm
Fri 9:00am — 12:00pm

We stood at the top of a rocky
W knoll on a strange day in
@ November. You see we had just all
| piled into a big ‘ol charter bus and
left our hotel in Jerusalem to go to
Bethlehem and now we were
here. We had passed through a
security checkpoint which basically
said, “hey if you're not a Muslim, you should think
twice before going in here,” and yet “here” is where
we were now standing. There are other tour
groups walking around and kicking up dust and I'd
venture to say it's about 50 degrees and breezy on
this late fall day in Israel. We did our duty and went
down to the cave (actually one of many that claim
to be the place where Jesus was born, as it was
used by shepherds for centuries). We got
Bethlehem dust all over us and it was dark and
musty inside the cave.

We emerged into the Israeli sunlight and
marched back up to the spot where someone had
decided to build a chapel hundreds of years ago on
a spot where they also claimed that Jesus was
born. There were ornate carvings, statues, reliefs
and frescoes. We waited patiently as another tour
group had their time in the chapel and then we
filed in...and | thought to myself “Yup, just like
sheep, here we are being steered through places
that someone else felt like we needed to be.”
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Pastor's Pen — “Christmas is Real”

But something strangely wonderful
happened. Someone in our group suggested
we sing a Christmas carol. Now keep in mind
that we hadn’'t had some moving quiet time
that morning, nor had moving time hearing
testimony about Jesus’ birth. We were simply in
a church in Bethlehem singing about the birth
of our Savior.

But | watched as many in our group came
to tears, and then | did too. Why? Reality. We
had come face to face with reality and the
reality was flooded with Truth, Grace, Humility,
Joy and Hope. You see, Jesus truly was born in
a manger. He really did cry in the cold
Bethlehem night air. He truly shared his natal
space with farm animals and was attended to
by an overwhelmed teenage couple.

Christmas is real. The birth of Jesus here on
earth is reality. Luke 2:15...the shepherds say
“Let's go and see what this holy proclamation is
all about.” You too. You and me both. Let's go
to the reality of what the Lord has done and
daily during advent...just sit there for a bit.
Jesus is real, Jesus is here, death and the grave
now hold no fear.

- Pastor Paul Cummings
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